
8 days, price from  € 804

SLOWAYS SRL - EMAIL: INFO@SLOWAYS.EU - TELEPHONE +39 055 2340736 - WWW.SLOWAYS.EU

Via Francigena: Stage 6, Lucca to Siena - ItalyVia Francigena: Stage 6, Lucca to Siena - Italy
Via Francigena: Stage 6, Lucca to SienaVia Francigena: Stage 6, Lucca to Siena

This is one of the most appreciated sec�ons of the whole i�nerary, and the reason is not difficult to
understand: beau�ful Lucca, with its walkable walls, towers surmounted by hanging gardens and the
peculiar amphitheatre square, is definitely a great place to start your adventure. 

You then con�nue through a quintessen�al Tuscan landscape - cypresses and hills, farmhouses and
vineyards, the towers of San Gimignano and those of Monteriggioni, through enchan�ng riverside
parks, gravel roads and quaint hamlets. 

The last step? Among Siena's contrade and into her shell-shaped square, where the world-famous Palio
takes place and where pilgrims lay to rest and celebrate the sweet success of a complete journey. 

Route

Day 1  Lucca

 

Lucca is a town with a charming old town centre, rich in a�rac�ons: we advise you to enjoy a long walk along its sixteenth-century walls,
admiring the surrounding view, before going to discover why Holm-oak trees grow at the top of the Guinigi tower. Naturally, the mystery can
be revealed only by climbing the numerous steps! Restore yourselves with a snack of Bucellato, before visi�ng the splendid Duomo. A�er
dinner, go and admire the ellip�c square built over the ruins of the ancient Roman amphitheatre, now hidden by mul�-coloured houses
containing li�le restaurants and ar�san shops.
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Day 2  From Lucca to Altopascio by train - from Altopascio to San Miniato, 29 km

 

Leaving Altopascio you will walk along a splendid sec�on of the original paved Via Francigena, surrounded by woods. Allow yourself to be
charmed by the wild land of the Cerbaie, and enjoy a panoramic view of the old village of Fucecchio from the top of the old park with its
ancient medieval tower. A�er crossing over the river Arno, you will walk along its banks towards San Miniato. The Seminary which gives the
name to the main square will amaze you with its par�cular facade: enjoy it lit up, perhaps a�er ea�ng a riso�o dusted with the typical white
truffle, the pride of the local area.

If you think that this stage may be too long for you too walk, don't worry: you can make it shorter by taking brief stretches by public
transport. 

Distance: 29 km

Eleva�on gain: +250/-115 m

Day 3  From San Miniato to Gambassi Terme, 24 km

 

A demanding leg, but one with unique beau�ful scenery, awaits you. From San Miniato you will walk along an asphalted sec�on of road, amply
compensated by the following part which passes through the splendid crests of the hills of the Val d'Elsa: along the road you can cross the
threshold of the Pieve di Chianni, following in the footsteps of en�re genera�ons of pilgrims. For a fi�ng end to the day you can enjoy a
healthy bath in the hot springs of Gambassi, surrounded by a park of ancient trees.

Distance: 24 km

Eleva�on gain: +400/-220 m

Day 4  From Gambassi Terme to San Gimignano, 13,5 km

 

This leg of the journey, short but rich in splendid natural scenery, will lead you to San Gimignano, one of the most beau�ful towns along the
Via Francigena: you will get a foretaste of your arrival when you see the famous towers that make its skyline unmistakeable. Do not miss the
view of the medieval town and its surrounding valleys from the top of the Torre Grossa, or if you don’t run out of energy, venture up the steps
of the Rocca di Montestaffoli, for an even more special view. During the evening, take a quiet stroll to admire the illuminated town before
enjoying a good glass of Vernaccia in one of the taverns of the old town centre.

Distance: 13,5 km

Eleva�on gain: +350/-350 m

Day 5  From San Gimignano to Colle Val d'Elsa, 12 km

 

From San Gimignano you will con�nue, up and down, through the Tuscan hills. In one point of the journey not yet well marked you will come
to Sce Mar�n in Fosse, one of the hal�ng places along the ancient route of Sigerico. Today's des�na�on is Colle Val d'Elsa, a Tuscan village
which will take you back in �me, with its charming old town centre and narrow alleyways winding through the stone walls.

Distance: 12 km

Eleva�on gain: +287/-222 m

Day 6  From Colle Val d'Elsa to Monteriggioni, 16 km

 

Prepare yourselves for one of the most beau�ful sec�ons of the Via Francigena: a medita�ve route, along which you can admire the Pieve di
Strove (unfortunately just from the outside) and stand in the quietness of the splendid Abbadia at Isola, another stage in the journey of the
Archbishop Sigerico, where �me stopped 1000 years ago, when he passed through. Your breath will be taken away when you see the castle of
Monteriggioni, with its crown of towers, built on a hill in order to defend the ancient Republic of Siena. Within it, a small ancient world, with
the beau�ful square and small gardens where you will be able to gather your breath, before climbing up onto the walls to admire the
surrounding view.

Distance: 16 km

Eleva�on gain: +287/-222 m

Day 7  From Monteriggioni to Siena, 20 km

 

From Monteriggioni you will start your walk again along the white roads of the Sienese countryside, passing thought the old, no longer
inhabited medieval village of Cerbaia: you will experience the same feelings as the ancient pilgrims when you pass through porta Camollia, the
tradi�onal Francigena entrance to the town of Siena. An unforge�able way to celebrate? A plate of pici all'aglione in the illuminated Piazza del
Campo. And don’t forget the panforte!

Distance: 20 km

Eleva�on gain: +300/-250 m

Day 8  Siena

 Last day is included. Service ends a�er breakfast.



Hotel Rex - Lucca
Hotel Rex*** is 80 m from the main train sta�on and 100 m from the ancient walls of Lucca. Rooms are quiet and well-
finished with free Wifi, air condi�oned, telephone and fridge. Staff is helpful and courteous. Buffet breakfast is rich and
varied. 

www.hotelrexlucca.com

Hotel San Miniato - San Miniato
What in the thirteenth century was a severe monastery cloister is now Hotel San Miniato, refined historic home sits on a
hill overlooking the Tuscan countryside between Florence and Pisa. The rooms are comfortable, elegant and clean.
Breakfast is good and rich. 

www.hotelsanminiato.com

Ostello Sigerico - Gambassi
This building is situated on one of the branches of the Via Francigena, which Sigerico, Archbishop of Canterbury, walked
between 990 and 994. This hostel housed in finely restored historical buildings and it has basic, clean and comfortable
rooms.

www.ostellosigerico.it

Hotel La Cisterna - San Gimignano
The hotel is both overlooking the ancient Piazza della Cisterna used to welcome pilgrims from all over the world and
charming hills of San Gimignano. This stately homes is located in an excellent posi�on, into the heart of San Gimignano. 

www.hotelcisterna.it

Arnolfo B&B - Colle Val d'Elsa
The Arnolfo B&B, next to the ponte di Campana, is a confortable accomoda�on divided into three apartments for a total of
10 rooms, each having its own bathroom with shower, Wi-Fi and satellite TV. Furthermore these are spacious and quiet.
The loca�on is well-finished and beau�fully decorated. Breakfast is rich. 

www.arnolfobb.it

Hotel il Piccolo Castello - Monteriggioni
www.ilpiccolocastello.it

Hotel Chiusarelli - Siena
Hotel Chiusarelli*** is located in the city center of Siena and finds its natural se�ng in a neoclassical villa built around
1870. The Hotel has been completely renovated in 2013 and offers spacious and clean rooms with air condi�oning/hea�ng,
telephone, free Wifi and TV with Sky Vision. The Hotel doesn't have the li�. Quality breakfast. 

www.chiusarelli.com

Accommoda�on

Nights in double room in **/*** hotels , B&B and agriturismi with breakfast

Prac�cal info

http://www.hotelrexlucca.com/
http://www.hotelsanminiato.com/en/
http://www.ostellosigerico.it/joomla/en/home-en.html
http://www.hotelcisterna.it/en/
http://www.arnolfobb.it/index_en.html
https://www.ilpiccolocastello.com/
https://www.chiusarelli.com/en/home/


From Pisa Airport (PSA), you can take a train to Lucca with change in Pisa
Centrale sta�on.

From Florence Airport (FLR), take a public bus to Florence Santa Maria
Novella Train Sta�on, and then a train to Lucca (with change in Pisa
Centrale).

On departure, if flying from Pisa airport PSA, you first need to reach Florence
by bus. Once in Florence, you need to take a train to Pisa Central Sta�on.
From there, you can reach the airport by either bus or train.

As an alterna�ve, you can catch a bus from Siena sta�on to Pisa aiport.

You can also reach Pisa from Siena by train, but you always have to change in
Empoli. 

If flying from Florence airport FLR, you first need to reach Florence train
sta�on Santa Maria Novella by either bus or train (both direct). Once in
Santa Maria Novella, you can reach the airport by either taxi or bus.

 

Thanks to our special APP, you will be able to follow the track of the whole
trip on your mobile phone, with no need for internet. GPS tracks are
available on request.

Included

What is included

7 Nights in double room in **/*** hotels , B&B and agriturismi with breakfast
2 dinners
luggage transporta�on from hotel to hotel (max 1 item per person)
official guidebook, App
Pilgrim Passport
Medical and luggage travel insurance
24h phone assistance

What is not included 

Transfers to the star�ng loca�on and from the arriving loca�on of the tour
lunches and dinners, if not otherwise stated
visits and entrance fees - �ps
personal expense
possible sojourn taxes
everything that is not men�oned in the "What is included" sec�on.

Op�onal Services

These services can be added to the ones included in the base price of the tour:

Single room supplement
cancella�on insurance
Transfers to reach the star�ng loca�on or to leave the arriving loca�on of the tour, which will be quoted on request.


